GOD THE BEAUTIFUL LOVER
order to be free. "The stars in their courses have all along
fought against Sisera and his kind." This fighting is self-
disciplining. We must pick up certain things and leave
out some others. We must choose Jacob and reject Esau.
No gushing stream of wordy exuberance of the professor
of rhetoric and elocution, no overzeal in abstract discus-
sions of accredited theologians, can nourish the stuff and
fibre of the soul, unless we try to obliterate what is
unrhythmic in life's movement, and to unite its cadence
with the magic of the universal song by silent slow-footed
inarch of the spirit, unless we discipline ourselves to avert
the tempter that ruined Eve of the Semitic mythology.
The moment we throw away the props of self-discipline,
not only the spirit of Life cries "Halt", and the lute of
our soul is unstringed, but we are lost in the heavy brigade
of foes that rounds us in all their tigerliness.
In Hasting's Encylopedia of Religion and Ethics,
discipline is defined as being antithetical to doctrine. The
latter, it is stated therein, belongs to the discipzilus or the
scholar, while the former, to the doctor or teacher.
"Psychology demands that such discipline shall embrace
the whole nature of man, in its threefold aspect of knowing,
desiring, and willing." When by discipline one over-
steps the bounds of Maya, the spirit leading him all the
way, the manifold miseries are at once extinct for him,
It is only then that he moves free, like the bird that has
shattered the limited shell of the egg, in the atmosphere
of the infinite.   The lives of all great Sadhakas are a
chart of spiritual progress, showing where they stand.
The participation in God's Lila is possible only for liberated
souls hankering after BJzakti, not to speak of the count-
less millions, the beginning of whose spiritual orientation
is yet a thing of the future. Hence, when Krishna and
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